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								Chana Wilczynski
								Writing: 3:00 p.m.
											
“This Place Is A Zoo”
Date: 09.22.13

CAST:
Animal Keeper/Guide – Mid 40’s. 
Max – 12. 4th grader
		
(Meandering through the park on a tour in front of the tiger exhibit.)

GUIDE
And moving further, we will find ourselves at the tiger exhibit. Rather interesting animals who..

(Cuts off)

MAX
Excuse me!

GUIDE
Yes?

MAX
My parents say zoos are barbaric and should be shut down. My mom says they treat animals unfairly, and they’re not safe.

GUIDE
She does? (Pause) Does she know a lot about zoos?

MAX
Well, she's never been to one before, but she says they are cruel.

GUIDE
They’re not five star hotels, but they're not supposed to be.

MAX
What? What do you mean?

GUIDE
Zoos are not just tourist attractions- they're prisons.  It's where we put the undesirable elements of animal society.

MAX
Wait wait wait so these tigers..


GUIDE
Tried to do a bite and run on a safari guide in Africa. Took us an hour to find him and catch up to him. Now he’s in here doing three years in this cage for that one.

MAX
So all these animals are criminals?

GUIDE
Well when they first arrive. It takes time, but we rehabilitate them and feed them back into society.

MAX
Who else do you have in here?!

GUIDE
We recently put in a cat-burglar. He’s been in and out of this place, we don’t see much promise for him down the road. There’s also a monkey we locked up for indecent exposure. Our most popular visitor is Myrtle the Dolphin. 

MAX
This is incredible. What was she put away for?

GUIDE
Excessive drinking. 

MAX
Whoa, have you had any break outs?

GUIDE
Just one and that was in the minimum security Petting Zoo. We declared him as unstable, a baby cow making claims he was meant to jump over the moon.

MAX
I can’t believe how all these animals were able to get away with these crimes before you enforced these stick punishments. 

GUIDE
You know, it’s a difficult job, but it’s rewarding. I worked with a majority of the animals who cleaned up their act and began acting careers for Animal Planet.

MAX
That’s actually fantastic. You’ve got a great job!

GUIDE
I’m proud to work here at the Zoo, let’s move right along, shall we folks.  I’ll show you where the electric chair is. 

